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MAGHERALIN PARISH DIRECTORY 
 
STAFF 
 

Rector    Rev Simon Genoe  Tel: 9261 1273 
        07955 356 055 
 

Please note the Rector’s day off is Wednesday – if you would like to leave a 
message please call the Parish Office and we will make sure it is passed on. 
 

Curate    Rev Carlton Baxter  Tel: 028 9261 9569 
        e-mail: carltoneb@mac.com 
 

(Please note Carlton’s day off is Monday) 
  
Youth Pastor    Paul Martin   Tel: 07963 014 335 
 

Young Families Worker  Rebecca Cromie  Tel: 07553 051 261 
 
Youth Worker   Richard Lyttle  Tel: 07576 556 951 
        

Parish Office Secretary  Ann King   Tel: 9261 9569 
                                                                                       07761 029 604   
         e-mail: magheralincoi@gmail.com 
          

Office Opening Hours  Monday – Thursday  9.00am - 2.00pm 
Friday    9.00am - 12 noon 

             

Caretaker    David Kerr   Tel: 9261 2327 – 07510 223 932 
 

Organist    Gareth Murray  Tel: 07743 652 661  
 

Safeguarding Trust Panel   Raymond White  -  Phyllis Rusk -  Doreen Waddell
    

Church Wardens   Rector’s – Jamie Haughton  People’s – Jackie Irvine 
Magheralin 
 

Church Wardens   Rector’s – Ross McCartney    People’s – Barry Taylor 
Dollingstown    
 

Glebe Wardens   Rector’s – Terry Nicholson   People’s – Nicola Waddington 
 

Select Vestry Mark Bailey, Bertie Campbell, Mervyn Cordner, Linda Dawson, 
Mildred Dawson, Judith Kinnen, Harry Lockhart, Tom Maginnis, 
Raymond Neill, Basil O’Malley, Stephen Trew, Alan Waddell, 

 

Mission Co-ordinator  Aileen Smyth   Tel: 3832 9956 
 

Gift Aid Secretary   Godfrey Ellis   Tel: 3882 0296 
 

Honorary Treasurer   Raymond Neill  Tel: 3888 1017 
 

Honorary Secretary   Mildred Dawson  Tel: 3832 6962 
  

Graveyard Secretary   Oswald Ellis   Tel: 9261 1320 
 

If anyone is admitted to hospital please let the Rector or the 
Parish Office know as soon as possible so a visit can be organised. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Many of you will know the famous poem by Robert Frost, “The Road Not Taken” - if you don’t, 
have a slow read of it as is it is printed on this page.  I know it particularly well because I had 
to study it for my English Leaving Certificate (A Levels in Monaghan!). 
 

It speaks about a man who, on the journey of life, comes to a fork in the road.  This fork is one 
that has life-altering consequences, for anyone familiar with the 1998 movie of the same name - 
it is a ‘Sliding Doors’ moment.  The character takes ‘the road less travelled’, and in Biblical terms 
this is the road we take when we follow Jesus - with eternal consequences! 
 

However this is not the case with this poem as, when introducing the poem in readings, Frost 
would say that the main character was based on his friend Edward Thomas. In Frost's words, 
Thomas was "a person who, whichever road he went, would be sorry he didn't go the other”! 
 

This fruitless sighing as we look back and wonder ‘what if’ is self defeating of course, and it is 
not the theme of Holy Week.  Rather our Lord, knowing full well what was to meet him in 
Jerusalem - set his face toward it and travelled the most difficult road to the cross.  And how 
glad we are that He did - without his passion we would be on the road to death, but His gift is 
the highway to Heaven! 
 

That is the theme of our Holy Week teaching, beginning in Magheralin with a beautiful sombre 
Palm Sunday night of readings and carols and ending with a joyous celebration on Easter night 
in Dollingstown, with many steps on the road in between.   
 

We hope you will join us for a meaningful walk in the footsteps of the One who took the Road 
Less Travelled. 
 

Simon 
 

Palm Sunday evening - The Road to Calvary 
Monday    - Road Rage 
Tuesday    -  Low Road  
Wednesday   -  Road Tested 
Thursday    - Memory Lane 
Good Friday   -  Crossroad 
Sunday morning  -  Open Road 
Sunday night   -  Salvation Street 

 

THE ROAD NOT TAKEN 
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 
 

Then took the other, as just as fair, 
And having perhaps the better claim, 
Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 
Though as for that the passing there 
Had worn them really about the same, 

And both that morning equally lay 
In leaves no step had trodden black. 
Oh, I kept the first for another day! 
Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 
I doubted if I should ever come back. 
 
I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 
I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
YOUTH WEEKEND MARCH 2019 – BY PAUL MARTIN 

 
The beautiful setting of Rostrevor was the location for this year’s youth weekend, in which 
18 of the youth of Magheralin Parish attended.  After we had arrived by coach and settled 
in, we met together for the first of four sessions based around “Stepping out onto the 
water.” 
 
It’s interesting to note that Jesus lived a life of risk and challenged His disciples to do the 
same; but the question is “Do we allow Jesus to challenge us in the same way today?”  I’ve 
always thought I was a bit of a risk-taker, but when someone said of me last month “In the 
past he’s not been one to take risks or step out big-time,” I was shocked and challenged in 
my thinking as to whether this was true or not.  Somewhat disturbed by this I sat down, got 
out a piece of paper and began to write a list of the times in my life (that I could remember) 
where I had taken risks.  Not being the sort to do a jump out of an aeroplane strapped to a 
parachute, or leap off a bridge with a bungee cord attached to my ankles, I had to think a 
bit more creatively.  It was then that I realised that I could probably only think of maybe 10 
times that I had taken big risks for Jesus and shocked that I could only think of 2 big risks 
that I had taken in the past 2 years!   
 
Why then is it important to take risks?  Where did Jesus teach this?  Here are a few quotes 
from Him: “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me.  For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake will find it” (Matthew 16:24-25).  When surrounded by over 5,000 people, late in the 
day and with no food to provide the people Jesus says to His disciples, “They do not need to 
go away; you give them something to eat,” (Matthew 14:16).  In response to being woken 
up by the disciples in the middle of a storm where the boat they were in had waves 
breaking over it, Jesus says, “Why are you still afraid?  Have you still no faith?” (Mark 4:40).   
 
In each of these settings and more Jesus is communicating an expectation for us (His 
disciples) to demonstrate a faith by our actions, that stands up when faced with the 
impossible.  It’s a risk to demonstrate we believe God will act in uncertain circumstances; 
but a risk that Jesus expects of us. 
 



So during the weekend we looked at these stories and re-visited them; imagining what it 
would have been like if Jesus had deferred to the disciples’ aversion to risk and not fed the 
5,000 or calmed the storm.  The result would have seen people having to walk long 
distances hungry and tired; also a long night of sea sickness with possible head injuries for 
all those held up in the boat.  This is where we can see the rewards of faith actually 
changing history if we step out in those situations where the immediate future is unknown. 
 
Additionally we looked at the role of the Holy Spirit and how Jesus worked in partnership 
with the Holy Spirit to show us how He will work in us too.  At Kilbroney there were prayer 
times over the weekend where we felt God work, which are moments to build upon as our 
youth continue to grow in their faith and knowledge about Jesus and how His kingdom 
works.  We also laid out the challenge of what it is to come to faith and asked “Have you 
made a decision for Christ?” 
 
The weekend was challenging for the youth in lots of fun ways too as we tested the 
youngsters’ creative abilities with a Polaroid camera photo challenge, a create-your-own 
gourmet chocolate bar challenge and a music video lip sync challenge; with a surprise 
winner that had us all laughing.  We ventured into the forest for a game of laser tag and in 
the dark tried out a night line blindfolded, stepping scarily into the unknown with noises of 
wolves and other strange things making the whole experience altogether more freaky. 
 
Towards the end of the weekend we presented Oscar awards to show our appreciation for 
each of the young people, including the award for the best 30 second speech of the 
weekend, the most helpful individual and the sweetest smile award.  
 
It was a fantastic weekend which was enjoyed by all.  Thank you so much for your prayers 
for us.  It was a wonderful time, a time of breakthrough and a time of great 
encouragement!   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Easter FAST  
in the Lounge in St. Saviour’s Dollingstown 

 
DURING Holy Week, as we did last year, we are holding a 24-hour Easter Fast. 
 
It begins at 8pm on Maundy Thursday evening and it ends the following night, Good 
Friday, at 8pm. 
 
This year we are looking at the anatomy of Christ in our prayer times during the Fast. 
In short we are looking at the physical impact of the Cross on Christ’s body – from his 
early floggings when he first encountered Pilate to his side being pierced by a spear 
at death. 
 
It’s an important time of prayer in the life of our church which already has regular 
prayer times on Monday Evenings in the parish halls with Prayer Union and every 
second and fourth Sundays in Duck Street. 
 
There are of course many other opportunities for prayer but we draw your attention 
to these and now to the Fast. 
 
Fasting is something precious to the Christian church and an important part of an 
individual’s spiritual growth. But remember… 
 
Matthew 6:16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, 
for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. 
 
There is no abstinence from liquids while we fast so feel free to drink water, coffee 
and tea and fruit juices to maintain hydration – JUST DON’T take any food! 
 
Anyone with a medial condition who simply can’t fast is welcome at the prayer times, 
which will be advertised prior to Holy Week. 
 
So, come and join in our Easter Fast as the church of Christ. Full details of the 24-
hour timetable will be available nearer the time. God Bless. 
 
Carlton 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



CATALYST 23RD – 26TH JULY 2019 
 
If you loved the weekend away as Paul has written about get excited for Catalyst this 
summer from 23-26th July 2019. You get to spend four whole days having lots of fun, 
getting lovely food, hanging out with people your age and spending time getting to 
know Jesus and what he has to say to you. Youth is a very short period of life, don’t 
miss out on this camp. I will be adding further information in next months’ magazine 
but for now I am going to answer some basic questions. 
 
PRICE: 
Early Bird Offer (If paid before 30th April 2019: £100). 
Last chance (If paid before 30th June 2019: £120). 
Second member of family is £80. Third member is £70. 
 

ROUGH OUTLINE OF WEEK 
(I am not giving it all away, much more to be revealed): 

 
 TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
Morning Leave 9am   
Afternoon  Beach Games 

Water centre and Day 
in Portrush  

Evening Forest 
Nightline 

Evening 
Session 

 Return 
5:30pm 

 
THEME: 
The old has gone, the new has come. We believe change is possible despite the 
circumstances.  
 
We have many activities from water sports, beach games, late night challenges and 
team tasks. We are really excited about the possibilities that can arise from spending 
a week away from home and the challenges it can bring people in a different social 
setting. This event will take place in Ballintoy Youth Hostel and essential booking is 
required. Due to the capacity of leaders we will be limiting spaces to the first 50 to 
return this form. The costs are mentioned above. This covers food, transport, 
accommodation and activities. We are asking for an initial £30 deposit to be made, 
then the rest to be paid by the end of June. Any questions, I can arrange to meet 
you. 
 
If you go to Youth Church or are under 18 you are very welcome to come along. 
Please ask Paul or Richard for a form. 

 
 
 
 
 



MAGHERALIN CHURCH SHORTLISTED IN RCIS AWARDS 2019 
 

We’re delighted that The Church of The Holy and Undivided Trinity, Magheralin, has 
been shortlisted in the 2019 Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) awards for 
Building Conservation. 
 
An extensive refurbishment project to enhance the building and create a bright, 
welcoming and flexible worship space was completed in January 2018. 
 
Warmest congratulations to Des Cairns Architecture, who led the design and are in 
line for the award.  
 
Speaking of their achievement, Des Cairns said: 
“My team and I are very honoured to have been shortlisted in the 2019 RCIS Awards 
for Building Conservation. It was a privilege working with the rector, Select Vestry 
and congregation of Magheralin on this iconic building. The whole project is a tribute 
to the vision and courage of the people of the parish and I look forward to seeing 
how they and the building positively impact the local community.” 
 
Rector of Magheralin, Revd Simon Genoe said: 
“Working with Des and his team was crucial for us as they had experience of dealing 
not only with church buildings but also Christian communities.  He understood our 
attachment to the history of the building but also our need for facilities to minister in 
the 21st century.  We are delighted with the results and are enjoying using the 
building to the glory of God.”  
 
The project is in a category that includes The Mourne Wall Restoration Project, HMS 
Caroline and Alexandra Dock & Thompson Dock Pump House. 
 
The regional winners will be announced at an awards ceremony in the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel on Thursday 30 May. 
 
Down and Dromore Website 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JESUS, DELIVERY ROOMS AND BABIES 
 
Laughter. Tears. Mess. Fun. Tantrums. Playing. This is often what I see during the week as 
a young family support worker and cross paths with many mini humans and their parents. 
It’s both a joy and blessing to watch as these precious little children begin exploring their 
environment, staring with wide eyes full of wonder at all around them. I was struck at the 
start of this year by a conversation Jesus had about infants and new birth (a subject matter 
which I have become well acquainted with).  
 
In John chapter three Jesus has a fascinating encounter with a man named Nicodemus. 
Their encounter begins with Jesus explaining to Nicodemus about how a man cannot see 
God’s kingdom without being born again. Perplexed by what Jesus means, Nicodemus 
quizzes him about how it is impossible to enter a mother’s womb again and be born. What 
he doesn’t realise is that Jesus is not talking about a physical rebirth, but rather a spiritual 
one. God promises us that through Jesus and his death and resurrection we can be born 
again spiritually, and become a new creation in Christ, living in restored relationship with 
Him. As I read this passage it made me think about the process of bringing a new life into 
this earth. The scariness and sometimes messiness of it, the joy in it, the miracle of it. And I 
began to pray that our church would resemble a delivery room in the following different 
ways: 
 
Life. I often remember someone telling me that the church exists for mission, not the other 
way round with mission existing for the church. So telling others the good news about Jesus 
and seeing them be born again, becoming new people who live life in its fullness through 
Jesus is central to all we do. I would love to see more people in our church witnessing the 
miracle of new spiritual life in their homes, their workplaces, their family and friendship 
circles as well as on Sundays. There are many new babies being born in the parish, but I 
pray that we would see more people beginning a new life in Christ through our different 
weekly ministries like Playdays and help them as they begin their journey with Him.  
 
Joy. There is a such a sense of joy when little babies are born. There is something about  a 
baby’s smile that automatically makes you replicate their expression even if you are feeling 
as grumpy as Ms Trunchbull. David,  in Psalm 27: 4, says that all he asks, is to dwell in 
the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty… and seek 
Him in his temple. As people begin to seek God together and gaze on his beauty I pray 
they would be filled with supernatural joy, incomparable to the joy we experience when 
seeing new born babies smile. We want to be people full of joy, not based on feelings, but 
based on the beauty of God and our relationship with Him; and as others who don’t know 
God yet see that joy, I pray they would desire it themselves.  
 
Mess. Often when babies are born there can be a lot of mess and lots of crying. But the 
mess and crying are a sign of life. Just as infants learn to use their bodies to walk etc, with 
both success and failure, so when people begin walking in Christ there will be times when 
they fall down and mess up. However, we know that love covers a multitude of sin and God, 
because of his love for us, offers forgiveness time and time again. And so I pray our church 
would be a community of people who love others well and extend grace. As people learn 
more about what it means to be a follower of God, I pray that we would help teach them 
and encourage them by speaking the truth in love. I also hope we would be a people where 
others feel they belong in the midst of learning how to be like Jesus.  



Support. Just as there are midwives and doctors and all other sorts of professionals there 
to ensure infants have a good healthy start in life, so we need everyone in church to use 
their gifts and skills to help support those who are new to church. But a delivery room is 
also a place where family and close friends are found, and community is a vital part of what 
it is to follow God and be part of the body of Christ. Extend a hello to those who are new, 
encourage the parents who have been up all night with their new born, offer to bring 
someone out for a coffee or round for a cup of tea. God is more interested often in 
symphony rather than soloists. There is a boldness and wonder and excitement to discover 
more about God in new Christians which I love.  I pray that those who are more mature in 
their walk with God would not only encourage those taking baby steps in their faith but be 
challenged and in turn encouraged and motivated by their fresh faith.  
 
All of this is, of course, underpinned by love. Please continue to pray for our ladies Alpha 
course and the different ministries we run and that we would communicate the gospel 
clearly through them. I continue to dream and hope and expect that we will not just see 
literal new babies welcomed into the parish, but we would also see men and women begin a 
new life in Christ.  
 
Rebecca Cromie 
 
 

 

 
 
 

EASTER GENERAL VESTRY  
1 May 2019 at 8.00pm in Magheralin 

 
Around Easter time every year, in compliance with the Constitution of the Church of 
Ireland, a General Vestry meeting is held in parishes throughout the Church of Ireland. 
The General Vestry meeting in our parish will be held on Wednesday 1 May 2019 at 
8.00pm. The venue this year will be the main hall in Magheralin. 
 
The Easter General vestry is not a business meeting; however it is very important. It is 
chaired by the Rector and reports are given by him and the treasurer. In his report the 
Treasurer presents and explains the annual accounts. 
 
After the reports the Rector announces his Church and Glebe Wardens and thereafter 
elections follow to appoint People’s Church and Glebe Wardens and Select Vestry, all of 
whom will stay in office until the next election which will be around Easter time next 
year.  Every third year elections also take place for other appointments                 
 
All parishioners are encouraged to attend the Easter Vestry but only those on the 
General Vestry Register can vote.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APRIL 
CROSSWORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACROSS 
 

1  ‘You are a chosen people, a royal — ’ (1 Peter 2:9) (10)  
7  Exact copy (Joshua 22:28) (7)  
8  Jesus’ first words to Jairus’s daughter, ‘My child, — — ’ (Luke 8:54) (3,2)  
10 Idol made by the Israelites while Moses was on Mount Sinai (Exodus 32:4) (4)  
11 Role allotted to Joseph in Egypt (Genesis 42:6) (8)  
13 ‘Lord, when did we — — hungry and feed you?’ (Matthew 25:37) (3,3)  
15 ‘Though seeing, they do — —; though hearing, they do not hear or understand’  
      (Matthew 13:13) (3,3)  
17 Happening (1 Kings 21:1) (8) 
18 ‘Whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the — of Christ’  
     (Philippians 3:7) (4) 
21 National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (1,1,1,1,1) 
22 Stamp on (Amos 2:7) (7)  
23 Liable to rot (1 Corinthians 15:42) (10) 
 
DOWN 
 
1  Of the pope (5)  
2  ‘The earth is the Lord’s, and everything — — ’ (Psalm 24:1) (2,2)  
3  Hebrew word for the kind of peace that Jesus promised (6)  
4  Member of a 16th-century Protestant reform movement in France (8)  
5  Sing out (anag.) (7)  
6  Ceremonial column of people on the move (1 Samuel 10:5) (10)  
9  One of the things love always does (1 Corinthians 13:7) (10)  
12 Esther’s cousin who foiled a plot to assassinate King Xerxes (Esther 2:7, 22) (8)  
14 See cape (anag.) (7)  
16 ‘No one can — them out of my hand’ (John 10:28) (6)  
19 Often mistakenly identified as the fruit that led to the first sin (Joel 1:12) (5)  
20 ‘He was led like a — to the slaughter’ (Isaiah 53:7) (4) 



 
MOTHERS’ UNION 

 

Mothers’ Union met in Church on Tuesday 
4th March, our speaker was Hazel Walsh 
who, after a word of testimony, showed 
us her work in 2Book Folding”.  She then 
showed us how to fold old paperbacks 
into “Objects de Art”.  Some of us folded a 
book into a hedgehog, others a Christmas 
Tree or Candle.  Very interesting and 
enjoyable. 
 
On the 1st of April we will be hosting the 
Diocesan Mothers’ Union Festival Service 
in Magheralin Parish Church. 
 
On the 2nd April we meet in Dollingstown 
Lounge at 8.00pm and our speaker will be 
Keith Jackson from Ulster Bank to help us 
to be aware of scams and fraud. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maralin Royal Black Preceptory No:100 
would like to thank the Rector, Curate Select 
Vestry, Organist, Choir and Congregation for 
their support at our 125th Anniversary Praise 
Service on Sunday 14th October 2018. 
 
All Sir Knts. enjoyed the evening especially 
the hymn singing led by Tullyvallen Silver 
Band and accompanied by Magheralin Parish 
Church Choir. 
 
Thanks to all who helped with the supper 
and Exhibition. 
 
We were able to donate £1,050 to the Child 
Evangelism Fellowship. 
 
Many thanks again for your help and 
support. 
 
Glenn 
 

EASTER 
 

(Acrostic poem where the first letter of 
each line spells the word EASTER) 

 

Even though the darkness raged 
And all was still, the sun had gone 
Still they shouted their abuse 
Taunting Him –‘ you’re not God’s Son! 
Elijah hasn’t rescued you, 
Renounce your claim, you’re just like me, 
 

Everyone can see you hang 
Arms outstretched, nailed to a tree’. 
So it seemed that all was lost, 
Their hopes their dreams forever gone – 
Eternity had other plans 
Resurrection Day was soon to dawn. 
 

By Megan Carter 
 



EASTER JOY 
 

I remember vividly a simple poster I saw on the notice board of our local Methodist Chapel. 
It had a silhouette of three crosses on a hill, and underneath the words, ‘FOR YOU’. 
Nothing fancy or clever, but a clear presentation of the Easter message, and it struck me 
deeply. 
 

At Easter our thoughts are drawn to the death and resurrection of Jesus. These events are 
central to our faith, but sometimes we can over-complicate their meaning. The heart of it, 
though, remains very simple: Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and on the 
third day was raised to life (1Corinthians 15:3). 
 

He died to show his love for you. He gave his life as a demonstration or proof of the 
love He has for each one of us, no matter who we are or what we have done. He was 
motivated to lay down His life for us, not out of duty or obligation, but compassionate love. 
See Romans 5:8 
 

He died to set you free. Sin has entangled every one of us. We are under it’s power and 
unable ourselves to loosen its grip. At the cross Jesus dealt with sin once and for all by 
dying in our place. Now, when we turn to Him for help, we can be released from the hold it 
has on us and find complete forgiveness. 
 

He died to bring you home. The Cross makes it possible for us to be reconciled to God. 
Like the prodigal son we were once far away from God, but now because we have been 
forgiven, we can return to our true home in God. A welcome awaits us, and a joy-filled 
reunion is possible. 
 

This Easter, why not think about these two simple words: FOR YOU. 
 
 

EASTER PRAYER OF THANKS 
 

Gracious, loving Father, 
Thank you for the wonderful reality of Jesus’ resurrection on that first Easter Day. 
Thank you that, because Jesus is alive, life has meaning and purpose. 
When we don’t understand why some things happen, when life is difficult, when we 
are struggling through pain and loss, help us to know your risen presence and love in 
our lives. 
Help us to choose to trust you. 
Help us always to be thankful for your amazing Easter gift of life and hope. 
In Jesus name,  Amen 
 

By Daphne Kitching 
 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
 

ACROSS: 1, Priesthood. 7, Replica. 8, Get up. 10, Calf. 11, Governor. 13, See you.  
15, Not see. 17, Incident. 18, Sake. 21, NSPCC. 22, Trample. 23, Perishable.  
 

DOWN: 1, Papal. 2, In it. 3, Shalom. 4, Huguenot. 5, Outings. 6, Procession.  
9, Perseveres. 12, Mordecai. 14, Escapee. 16, Snatch. 19, Apple. 20, Lamb. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Simon, Carlton and members of the 
parish, a big thank you for the lovely 
planters I received in recognition for 
looking after the Communion Linen and 
providing the bread for over forty years. 
 
I did not need a gift as I enjoyed doing  
this service for the Lord. But now I have 
got a bit too old and have had to hand 
over the job to Arlene. 
 
Thanking you all once again. 
 
Frances Allen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAJOR POLICY REVIEW 

COMPLETE 
 

The Safeguarding Board has carried out a 
major review of the child safeguarding 
policy, Safeguarding Trust. 
 

This has now been updated to the correct 
standard to comply with current 
legislation, regional guidelines and best 
practice.  We have also drawn up a new 
policy for Adult Safeguarding for those 
working among adults at risk. 
 

All the policies have been reviewed 
externally by professional bodies to 
ensure they comply with all legal and 
regulatory requirements. 
 

The new policies can now be found on: 
www.sg.ireland.anglican.org 
 

The appendix in the previous policy is 
now not the main body of the new policy 
but each individual document is available 
to download separately.   
 
All policies are now available online 

and will not be printed and 
distributed as per previous polices. 

 
Volunteer application forms will be 
available in the parish office as usual. 
 
This is cost effective, environmentally 
friendly and allows more easily for 
updates when legislation requires.  
 
Safeguarding Trust Panel 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOOD NEWS CLUB 
 

With Easter just around the corner, this means we’ll have just a few more weeks before this 
year’s programme ends. It has been a joy on Monday evenings to teach, sing and have 
some fun with the 12-15 children that so regularly come to the GNC. In our last sessions we 
are looking at the work of Paul - his conversion, his friendship with Barnabas, his travels 
along with his trails and persecutions. Linking these stories with memory verses and central 
truths, as well as singing and the competitiveness of the quizzes, makes our time go in 
quickly on a Monday evening. We hope that the children have enjoyed these things and can 
learn from them.  As we draw to a close for this year the leaders would like to express our 
gratitude to all Parents/Guardians for sending their children and look forward to seeing them 
again in September. Although it sounds early we wish the children a happy summer holiday 
and we look forward to hearing where they’ve been and what they got up to when they 
return. 
 

*If you would like to be part of the GNC team please speak to Ruth. 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

  1st April  - GNC as normal 
  8th April  - GNC as normal 
15th April  - NO GNC (Monday of Holy Week) 
22nd April  - NO GNC ( Easter Monday) 
29th April  - GNC as normal (but finishing at 8:00pm) 

 

GNC Leaders 



 
 
 

The Road to Calvary 
Magheralin Parish Church 

Palm Sunday 14th April 2019 at 6.30pm 
 

OUR Holy Week services in the parish begin on Palm Sunday with an evening of nine 
lessons and Easter carols, marking the start of nightly services (except Saturday) on 
the theme of ‘The Road’ leading to Easter Sunday. 
 
The service on Palm Sunday is in the parish church and the remainder of Holy Week 
will be held this year in St. Saviour’s Dollingstown. 
 
The choir play a major role in leading in worship this year and the evening of 
readings and carols will include works ranging from Mozart (some beautiful extracts 
from John Stainer’s The Crucifixion) to material composed in more recent decades.  
 
The Palm Sunday service is called ‘The Road to Calvary’ with the emphasis on events 
from Christ’s entry into Jerusalem to Good Friday.  
 
We are also delighted at the prospect of a guest organist that evening. Gareth will be 
conducting us but the organist will be Stuart Nelson, one of the most distinguished 
and highly-regarded organists in the area. Stuart is a past organist of Moira and of St. 
Mark’s in Portadown. He is now freelance and plays frequently at the choral services 
in Armagh Cathedral. 
 
This service is an ideal way to begin Holy Week and we trust you make attendance a 
priority for yourself, your friends and family. 
 
Ken 
 
 



MADmen 
 

Monday 8th April 
at 8pm in the 

Lounge, Dollingstown 
Study of Twelve Ordinary Men continues 

 

NEW WINE IRELAND 
KINGDOM MEN  

 

Saturday 13th April  
at 9am  

in Willowfield Parish Church 
 

If anyone would like to know more please 
contact Mervyn Cordner 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 13th April 
10.00am 

St Saviour’s 
Dollingstown 

 
!!!! 

Kilmore Church Defenders 
LOL 237 

Spring Concert  
Magheralin Church Hall 

12th April at 8.00pm 
Featuring 

Markethill’s Ulster Scots Fiddle Orchestra 
with their conductor Mr Keith Lyttle 
World Champion Snare Drummer 

Miss Lee Lawson 
Kilmore flute Band Drum Corp 

Pride of the Birches Accordion Band 
Kilmore Flute Band 

Mrs Clara Wilson & Miss Jill Costley 
Compere – Mr Sydney McGown 

For Tickets please contact 
Raymond Flannigan 9261 1676 

 

 

GIRLS FRIENDLY 
SOCIETY 

On Friday 15th March the diocesan Arts 
& Crafts competition was held in 
Aghalee. It was a very successful 
evening for us with the girls being 
awarded many places throughout all 
the age groups and some entries going 
forward to the All Ireland competitions. 
Well done girls for all your hard work! 

We just have the results from the Bible 
Study examinations to come and 
hopefully we will have some good 
results from that too. 

Our attention now turns to display 
preparation and finishing off all the 
badges that the girls have been 
working so hard for. 

Dates to remember:  

Tuesday 16th  April 
No G.F.S, however girls of P4 age and 
over will attend the Holy Week service 

in St. Saviour’s church in full G.F.S. 
uniform. 

 
Tuesday 23rd  April 

No G.F.S., Easter Tuesday 
 

Tuesday 30th April 
G.F.S. returns after Easter break 

 
Friday 3rd May 

G.F.S Annual Display 
  
Jane and Lara 
 
 
 



JAM & CLICK SERVICES 
 
We were privileged to celebrate St Patrick’s Day at our March CLICK and JAM services 
as St Patrick’s only falls on a Sunday every few years.  
 

It was good to hear about how Patrick, as one of the first to tell the people of Ireland 
about God, wanted Christ to be in every aspect of his life.  
 

Our theme for our services was ‘walking with Jesus and telling others’ and Rebecca 
reminded us that Jesus told his disciples to ‘go and make disciples of all nations’ and 
that we still had a responsibility to tell others that Jesus loves them and that he wants 
a special place in their hearts.  
 

She gave us examples of how she had shared the good news with others in a number 
of situations. She said it often wasn’t easy but despite it sometimes being difficult she 
had seen people becoming Christians as a result. 
 

For those who do not yet have Christ in their lives she told us about what is 
sometimes referred to as the ABC Gospel. A – Admit (our sins) B- Believe (that Jesus 
loves us and will forgive) and C- Choose (to love and follow Him) 
 

Our next CLICK & JAM services are on Palm Sunday 14 April.  
 

Dollingstown -   9.30 am 
Magheralin - 11.30 am 
 

CLICK & JAM teams 
 
 

MAGHERALIN KIDS CHURCH 
 
We have had a busy time during March. We began to examine the Easter story by 
looking at the Last Supper as well as the Crucifixion. We also made beautiful gifts for 
the ladies in our parish for Mother’s Day and had great fun giving them out at the end 
of the service on Mother’s Day to all our wonderful ladies.   
 
We will be celebrating the Resurrection of our Lord during April as well as revising the 
whole Easter story with the help of veggie tales by having a movie morning.  
 
Dates for your diary:- 
 

Sunday 14th April -  Palm Sunday/CLICK service 
Sunday 21st April -  Easter Sunday- no Kids Church 
Sunday 28th April -  No Kids Church 
Sunday 7th May  -  Kids Church resumes 

 
Wishing you a Happy Easter 
Maralin Kids Church Team 



1ST MARALIN BOYS’ BRIGADE 
 

Well folks, by the time you read this March will have gone and we will be looking forward to 
preparations for our Display, Holy Week and Easter. 
 

March brought with it our Big Bacon Butty Breakfast which was on the 3rd March, the 
support from the church community and beyond was phenomenal, making it one of our best 
fundraising events; so thank you to everyone who supported us and a big thank you to all 
the officers who worked so hard on the day to make it the success it was. I would also like 
to thank Farm Gate Meats for generously donating the sausages and bacon for the event 
and Moira Bakery for the supply of the baps. 
 

March also saw the completion of many weeks of practice for the Junior Section as they 
took part in the Battalion Figure Marching Competition on 7th March. The competition was 
won this year by 1st Moira, well done to them. The standard was really high and the 
competition was so close that Maralin missed out on the top spot by only one point. I 
wouldn’t have wanted to be the judge. Well done to our boys for all the hard work they put 
in terms of practice. There’s always next year guys! 
 

With Junior Section “hogging” the hall on the 7th the Anchors took themselves off to 
Airtastic, where excitement levels were through the roof and everyone had a ball. Thank you 
to the boy’s parents for dropping off and picking up from the venue. 
 

At the time of writing this article there are only two and bit weeks left until our display night 
on Friday 5th April, so needless to say that everyone is making final preparations for the 
event to ensure that things run smoothly on the night; it’s always a bit frantic on the night 
but things always seem to have a way of working out with officers breathing a sigh of relief 
when it’s over and enjoying a well-earned cup of tea afterwards.  
 

So why don’t all you mums, dads, aunties, uncles, granddads and grannies come along and 
join us on the night, we would love to see you all, we will give you a glimpse into what the 
boys get up to throughout the year and recognise their many achievements throughout that 
same year. 
 

You may remember that last month I put out a call for volunteers to come forward and join 
BB as either officers, or helpers or to just come along for a night or two to give a talk or 
take a badge class, sadly no one came forward. In terms of succession planning this is a 
problem and it could have implications for the long term future of 1st Maralin Boys Brigade. 
But I remain hopeful and trust that God will provide. 
 

Dates for your Diary: 
 

Display Night   - Friday 5th April @ 7pm 
Holy Week Service -  Thursday 18th April @ 8pm 
No BB Thursday  -  25th April 
Anchor Boys Family Night  Thursday 16th May 

 

Harry Lockhart (Captain) 
 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,  
since as members of one body you were called to peace.  
And be thankful. 
Colossians 3:15 



MEN HAVE FORGOTTEN GOD!! 
 

This time of year, when we celebrate the life and work of St Patrick, seems an appropriate 
time to write this letter. The reason will, I hope, be apparent later. 
 

It is clear we are living in troubled and uncertain times with no clear way ahead before us. 
The Brexit issue demonstrates, perhaps for the first time to many people, how lost we are 
as a Nation.  I, however, believe the slide began long before the EU ever entered the 
equation. 
 

My thoughts on this have developed over a long period but I recently discovered were best 
articulated by Alexander Solzhenitsyn, in his 1983 address, “Godlessness: the First Step to 
the Gulag”. 
 

Many times in his address, when referring to times of crisis in both his mother Russia and 
his adopted USA, Solzhenitsyn says “Men have forgotten God; that’s why all this has 
happened.” 
 

Let us look at some examples of how this translates to the UK in this twenty first century. If 
we look back to the 1960’s we see a decline in our nation since then. 
 

The British Motorcycle industry collapsed virtually overnight. In the years since almost every 
major motor manufacturer has disappeared and most, i.e. Rolls Royce, Bentley, MG, Jaguar, 
Land Rover etc. etc., are foreign owned. Other industries mirror this resulting in the UK 
having become a land of service industries. Yes, manufacturing still takes place, but the 
industries are foreign owned and fickle to economic conditions. Imports from the EU alone 
amount to some 56% whilst only exporting 44% to the same source. All this in addition to 
much social unrest and uncontrollable violence on the streets 
 

Now all of this decline has been blamed on a host of sources including the EU, unions, bad 
management, capitalism, socialism and of course politics. It is my belief, however, that 
these are merely symptoms of the true problem. I believe Solzhenitsyn’s statement holds 
true and unless the Nation and the Churches, recognise this and remember God then things 
will only get worse. 
 

A good start would be to acknowledge that true freedom is found within His laws and by 
repealing humanly made laws which contradict His and whilst perhaps seeming good, 
merely serve to put people in to slavery. 
 

Rather than consider all the negatives of a land which does not attract God’s blessing let us 
look to a time and place when and where people remembered God and took his laws 
seriously. For this I go back to Patrick and the way in which our land of Ireland was blessed 
after Christianity was accepted by the then leaders. The Nation was transformed from a 
place with no clear vision to be known as “A land of Saints and Scholars”, All this during the 
Dark Ages, spanning the 5th to 9th centuries, when all the known world fell in to a slump, 
with the exception of Ireland. 
 

Rather than put any more of this in to my poor prose I urge everyone to look at 
Solzhenitsyn’s address, which is easily accessed via the internet. I am convinced any serious 
reader will find the parallels and prophetic statements striking and a cause for worry if 
something isn’t done to change the situation we face.  

Colin McLoughlin 



 
 
 
 
 
Monday 1st April  10.30am -  Ladies Alpha Course   - Dollingstown 

2.00pm -  Bowls Club    - Magheralin 
    6.30pm -  Good News Club   - Dollingstown 
    8.00pm -  Mothers’ Union Festival Service - Magheralin 
 

Tuesday 2nd April  2.00pm -  Friendship Group   - Magheralin 
    6.30pm -  GFS     - Magheralin 
    8.00pm -  Mothers’ Union   - Dollingstown 
      Keith Jackson (Ulster Bank) “Scams and Fraud” 
 

Wednesday 3rd April  10.30am -  Playdays    - Dollingstown 
    7.45pm - Bible Study Fellowship  - Magheralin 
    8.00pm -  Red Door    - Dollingstown 
 

Thursday 4th April  10.30am -  Playdays    - Magheralin 
    6.30pm -  BB     - Magheralin 
 

Friday 5th April  10.30am -  Friday Morning Bible Study  - Dollingstown 
    7.00pm -  1st Maralin Boys’ Brigade Display - Magheralin 
      (Junior & Company Sections) 
 

Sunday 7th April  9.30am -  Morning Worship   - Dollingstown 
    11.30am -  Holy Communion   - Magheralin 
    5.00pm -  Prayer Time    - Magheralin 
    6.30pm -  Evening Service   - Magheralin 
 

Monday 8th April  10.30am -  Ladies Alpha Course   - Dollingstown 
2.00pm -  Bowls Club    - Magheralin 

    6.30pm -  Good News Club   - Dollingstown 
    8.00pm -  Prayer Union    - Magheralin 
 

Tuesday 9th April  2.00pm -  Friendship Group   - Magheralin 
    6.30pm -  GFS     - Magheralin 
 

Wednesday 10th April 10.30am -  Playdays    - Dollingstown 
    7.45pm - Bible Study Fellowship  - Magheralin 
    8.00pm -  Red Door    - Dollingstown 
 

Thursday 11th April  10.30am -  Playdays    - Magheralin 
    6.30pm -  BB     - Magheralin 
 

Friday 12th April  10.30am -  Friday Morning Bible Study  - Dollingstown 
    8.00pm -  Red Door    - Magheralin 
 

Saturday 13th April  10.00am -  KnitWits Etc    - Dollingstown 
    2.00pm -  Messy Easter    - Magheralin 
 
PALM SUNDAY 
Sunday 14th April  9.30am - JAM Service for Palm Sunday - Dollingstown 
    11.30am -  CLICK Service for Palm Sunday - Magheralin 
    6.30pm -  Nine Lessons & Hymns for Palm Sunday Magheralin 
      ‘The Road to Calvary’ 



HOLY WEEK 
 

Monday 15th April  8.00pm -  Holy Week Service   - Magheralin 
      ‘Road Rage’ 
 

Tuesday 16th April  8.00pm -  Holy Week Service   - Magheralin 
      ‘Low Road’ 
 

Wednesday 17th April 8.00pm -  Holy Week Service   - Magheralin 
      ‘Road Tested’ 
 

Thursday 18th April  8.00pm -  Holy Week Service   - Magheralin 
      ‘Memory Lane’ 
 

Friday 19th April  11.00am -  All Age Service for Good Friday - Dollingstown  
8.00pm -  Holy Week Service   - Magheralin  
  ‘Crossroad’ 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 
 

Sunday 21st April  6.30am -  Dawn Communion – Rectory Garden Magheralin 
    9.30am -  Easter Celebration   - Dollingstown 
      ‘Open Road’ 
    11.30am -  Easter Celebration   - Magheralin 
      ‘Open Road’ 
    5.00pm -  Prayer Time    - Magheralin 
    6.30pm -  Easter Praise    - Magheralin 
      ‘Salvation Street’ 
 

Sunday 28th April  8.30am -  Holy Communion   - Magheralin 
    9.30am -  Morning Worship   - Dollingstown 
    11.30am -  Morning Worship   - Magheralin 
    6.30pm -  Evening Service   - Magheralin 
    8.00pm -  Café Church    - Dollingstown 
 

Monday 29th April  2.00pm -  Bowls Club    - Magheralin 
    6.30pm -  Good News Club   - Dollingstown 
    8.00pm -  Prayer Union    - Magheralin 
 

Tuesday 30th April  2.00pm -  Friendship Group   - Magheralin 
    6.30pm -  GFS     - Magheralin 
  
   

MAGAZINE ONLINE 
 
Please note that the parish magazine The Messenger is also online to read 
at the parish website www.magheralin.org.  If you feel you would like to 
read the magazine online and could do without a paper copy – please let 
the parish office know 028 9261 9569. 
 
You can also find all podcasts of the morning sermons as well – so if you 
miss church you can easily catch up. 

 



From the RegisterFrom the RegisterFrom the RegisterFrom the Register    

    
    

Burials Burials Burials Burials   ““““Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord”Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord”Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord”Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord”    
            

                    17th March 2019  Glenn Mawhinney 
  19th March 2019  William Clarence (Clarrie) Craig   

 

ftÇvàâtÜç YÄÉãxÜá 
    
 

 
 
 

If you would like to provide Sanctuary flowers,  
please contact Caroline Dawson 9261 1596   

 
APRIL 2019 

 
  Sunday 7th April 2019  -  Anne Miller 
Sunday 14th April 2019  -  VACANT 
Sunday 21st April 2019  -    Ann King 
Sunday 28th April 2019  -  VACANT 

 
MAY 2019 

 
                              Sunday 5th May 2019  -  VACANT 

Sunday 12th May 2019  -  VACANT 
                             Sunday 19th May 2019  -  VACANT 
                             Sunday 26th May 2019  -  VACANT 
                             Sunday 30th May 2019  -  VACANT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


